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follow a more natural method. The world is full of many a
gem of priceless beauty, but these gems are not all of Eng-
lish-setting. Other languages can well boast of productions
of similar excellence; all these should be made available
for our common people, and that can only be done if our
own scholars undertake to translate them for us in our own
languages.
Merely to have outlined a scheme of education as
above is not to have removed the bane of child marriage
from our society or to have conferred on our women an
equality of rights. Let us now consider the case of our girls
who disappear, so to say, from view after marriage. They
are not likely to return to our schools. Having once com-
mitted the sin of marrying their daughters at a very early
age, the mothers cannot educate them or otherwise make
their dry life a cheerful one, even if later on they realize the
sinfulness of their action. The man who marries a young
girl does so not out of any altruistic motives but through
sheer lust. Who is to rescue these girls ? A proper answer
to this question will also lead to a solution of woman's
problem. The answer is no doubt difficult, but it is the
only one possible. There is of course none to champion
her cause but her husband. It is useless to expect a child-
wife to be able to bring round the man who has married
her. The difficult work must, therefore, for the present
at least, be left to man. If I could, I would take a census
of child-wives and would find the husbands, and I would
try to bring home to them the enormity of their crime
in linking their fortunes with child-wives, and would warn
them that there is no expiation for that sin unless and until
they by education make their wives fit, not only to bear
children but also to bring them up properly, and unless in
the meantime they live a life of absolute celibacy.
Thus there are many fruitful fields of activity before
the members of the Bhagini Samaj for devoting their
energies to. The field for work is so vast that, if resolute
application is brought to bear thereon, the wilder move-
ments for reform may for the present be left, to themselves
and great service can be done to the cause of Home Rule